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THEE BRIGHTCN DECLARATION OF ARCHITECTS

The UI& XVI Congresa reaff rms -the Declarations made at Warsaw in -

The problems of cities and the problems of homelessness are diverse,
but characterised by populat10n explasior, migration iatc cities,
'~-'!...

'urban decay and divisxon througn political and e1igidus conflict.

‘Hany of the cities .0f tomorrow are belng built toaay by the poor.

-.fa legacy of tremenduus scientif*c advances that coatrast in
iincreagingly stark reiief Wlth a polluted planet, countless millions

'33  D; peenle withmut the‘most ba51c requirements of human exisfence, an

|" l
o :_asca1aﬁing ATTS race and a’ great deal of insecurlty and suspicion.
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The confldenqe of deaign pru fassionals from earlier decades in the
'aoluticns théy praacr+bed bas in many cases proved unjustified. The
'well~1ntentmaned*pmlicy dccuments of the '60s dismembered

communities and widened the divide between haves and have-nots;



while the revised economic and sccial assumpticns of the '70s5 and
early '80s showed the project approach to be ineffective in mesting
the scale'of the problem. There is a widespread acceptance in 1987
that the creation’of the built environzent muet be regarded much
more as a pigeess than a project and that the mobilisation of
communities and householders to participate in the construction of
their own shelter is the principal way in which the necessary scale

of shelter can be pravided.

That 1z net to suggest that the 'formal' building sector will not
-continue T2 be importanit in many countries of the world, nor that
governmehts kave no role to play - far from it. The world's natural
resources are finifte and need careful management, espe;ially by
governments of de§e}oping nations. Countries whose econonies oftéq
depend on & few primary éummoditiés for which demand is fisihg
slowly or neot at all often find themselves unable to provide their
peaple with infrastructure ag¢ services whether new or upgraded.
Over*céntraiiséd structures allocating insufficient investment on
the bamis of misconceptions as {0 how communities do or should
operate are offzet by people's extraordinary ingenuity in easing
their collective and individual problems. Goveraments would do much
better to recognise and support communities' own efforts and

initiatives to improve their environment.
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There are some signs, too, that concern in developed countries at
the erosion of family and community life is stimulating greater
interest -in the way developing cbuntries sat about tackling thelr
shelter ?roblemﬁ. We sae a growing appreciation of the fact that
when peopls and Their own community-based organisations have access
to primary resources énd the self-confidence to use them, they do
far more with much less than either market-based or state-based
systems. This has far-reaching implications for the architectural
praofession and impleﬁentation will depend on central and local
governrents in developed couniries alsa coming to umderstand that to
achieve Luman satisfacticn and economic stability local seli-managed

initiatives need support from the centre.

However, despite fhe glimmer of improvement the size of the task is
gnorzous, growing, and still largely ignored. The ‘silent
catastrophe' that ig the one billian homeless 'people in the worl&
today will be nearer two billion by the year 2000 unless drastic
steps are taken. Disease, infestation and accidents produce a high
rate of mortality and the iliegality of many settlements exposes
theiw inhabitants to exploitation. Orphaned children and women

bringing up families aluone are among those who suffar most.

The plamning methads, building design and production techniques and
administrative procedures of the 1960s and '70s have demonstrably
failed. A new approach iz needed whereby the peor are locked an not
as a burden that has to be tolerated, but as a cost-effeciive

resource : they must be given more positive support in designing and



building thelr own shelter, using locally availaple and affordable
matarials., Distance learning initiatives that will prevent the
repetition of past mistakes and internationally commmunicated
fachnical information oI genuine application and applicability to
the probiems of developing countries should te made readily

available, Y

I+ follows that people must be trained to help themselves, that they
must be afforded space in which to build and given roral and
physical éncouragement tg do so; and that all such aétivity should
take place within a éolicy and planning frawework, agreed by all,

which ig suificiently flexible to accommacate changing

circumstances.
This Congress believes that every humzn being has a fundamental

right to shelter. How is this to bte achieved?
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Ve must persuade governmenis and pahionz to take
responsibility for the right of every fanily to have.its own shelter
and to provide: |

- security of land tenurs and an amnesiy for illegal settlements

- basic infrastructure and a supportive planning framework

- affordable credit

- apprapriate changes tg building legislation

- technical advice and education

- a sympathetic and encauraging systen of urban management.

a means of livelihcod.



Architects do not have all the answers and must be able and willing

to seek advice in areas in which they are not expert. They can help:

- by meeting the challenge with new attitudes and approaches and a
renewed commitment to the goal of shelter and services for the
5 .
poor
- by joining in the global campaign to raiss the level of palitical

awareness and streagth of will, through the harnessing of public

‘opinion

i

by applying the lessons of developing‘countries to the prablem of
decaying cities in the indusirial world

- by offering developing countrieé the benefits of fechaical
knowledge in ways relevant to solving their shelter

problens

as members of multi-skilled teams of enablers providing advice

and design guldance

i

as‘teabheré by fraining youﬁg archite%ts'and non—architects.inza

new approach to these problems

- as goverament officials by advising and persuading their
administr%tive and political masters to acknowledge the magnitude
of the problem and the'need for new solutions

~ by continually guestioning whéther the solutions they ars

proposing are appropriate to each situation and that they take

into account the indigenous artistic and cultural traditicns of

pecgples and their environments.



These precepts in turn hold implications for architectural education

and practica. Architectural schools currently place foc much
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emphasis on building design and too little on those other aspacis ©
professicnal practice that give architecture 1ts contaxt:

‘buildablility', research, management and the educational continuum,

The preoblen of shelter - and the even more I{mporiant one of survival —

can alsn be saen in the context of arms production. All wars lead
to homelezsness. The resaurces in finance, 1ls and materials

that the arms race represents would be more beneficially used

1f diverted towards the more creative goal of ratisfying basic human

1

needs. Horeaover, if any lasting beneiit is to accrue, this
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resources that has to start with individuals the world over bein
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given a legal right to svace upon which fo provide shelter Ior
themselvas, must be accompanied by a.delegaticon of conitrcl and a

genuine involvement of pecple ia local decislon-making.

It is vital that the spirit and principles underlying the
designaticn by the United Nations of 1987 as the International Year
of Zhelfer Zor the Homeless are vigorously pursued until the

objective of 'Homes For All' is no longer a far-off drean but the



